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‘Read our own, Courtney 
) Spera and her opinion 

jon the book 1984 and its 
Televanice now on page 3. 
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Lane Glenn sends out 
Schoolwide letter to 
“respond to Trump travel 
ban, read it on page 5. 


Meet Dianne Pappas, as 


she talks about making her 


art dreams into a 
reality on page 6. 
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NECC students, let your voic- 
es be heard! 

The student-services survey is 
your chance to tell us what works 
for you and what we can improve. 

Watch for a link coming soon 
on your Blackboard home page, 
or ask a Student Senate member. 

Questions? Call 978-556-3413 
or email tutoringcenter@necc. 
mass.edu. 


Anime Club is Back! 

Come join us! 

Every Tuesday from 2:30p.m- 
3:30p.m. in room E350! 


Do you or someone you know 
need assistance in connecting with 
community resources to make 
college smoother? 

Are you looking to connect with: 
Food, family, finances, health, legal 
resources, housing, child care, 
health insurance, counseling and 
more?! 

If you or a classmate is facing chal- 
lenges and need information: 
Please contact Joanna de Pena, 
Community Support Services 
Graduate Fellow 

978-783-7432 or 
jdepena@necc.mass.edu 

Mon. and Tues.= 8a.m-4p.m. 
Wednesdays: 9a.m-3p.m. 

Friday: 8a.m.-noon 

Lawrence Campus, Dimitry room 
L100 


Have questions abourt relation- 
ships, sexuality, sexual health, 
safer sex, intimacy, or more... ask 
the sexpert! 


Anonymous Valentines Day Ask 
the Sexpert Boxes are available at 
the Dimitry atrium in Lawrence 

and One Stop SC in Haverhill. 


The Sexpert will be visiting 
Tuesday, February 14 in Lawrence 
L-144 11AM-noon and Haver- 
hill Student Center-203 from 
12:30p.m.-1:30p.m. 
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A photo from graph- 
ic art major, Althea 
John’s Fall 2016 final 
studio lighting project 
featured in the NECC 
Opportunity Works 
hallway. 

Story continued on 
pages 8 and 9 
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Diving into technology 


Students and 
teachers split on 


going digital 
Y MERCEDEZ McManus 
Correspondent 

Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College students seem eager 
to jump full-force into the digi- 
tal age- permanently. As smart- 
phones, tablets, and portable 
laptop computers become increas- 
ingly common among college at- 
tendees, physical school materials 
are quickly coming to be viewed 
as antiquated. 

While most NECC professors 
are sticking to the old-school way 
of doing things, some are test- 
ing out the elusive digital-only 
class format. This sort of class 
generally does not require phys- 
ical textbooks and relies heavily 
upon Blackboard, to distribute 
supplemental learning materials. 
While some students may prefer 
the “feel” of physical materials, 


others are pleased with this sort of 
class, as it not only shows concern 
for the environment, but is also 
simply more convenient overall. 

Physical learning materials can 
be bothersome, according to some 
students. “I hate getting, like, 100 
papers in a class. It’s always so 
annoying to me because | don’t 
even use them and... just nobody 
uses them. It’s so wasteful,” says 
NECC student Sarah Ramirez. 
Concerns about the environment 
are also relevant when it comes 
to this issue. Ramirez says, “I 
think we should go totally digital, 
especially with the current state 
of things. People aren’t caring 
about the environment like they 
should.” More digital materials 
equate to less paper waste, which 
is especially appealing to the 
eco-conscious. 

Convenience is probably the 
largest factor when it comes to 
digital preferences among stu- 
dents. “Digital stuff is so much 
more convenient... and, like, it’s 


2017, so most stuff is digital al- 
ready anyways,” says NECC 
student Christina Davis. “Class- 
es should just use Blackboard or 
something so we can get all our 
stuff there. It’s easier.” When 
learning materials are accessible 
through a phone or a tablet or a 
laptop, the need for searching for 
stray papers in folders or note- 
books, or pages in a giant text- 
book, is completely eliminated, 
potentially leaving students more 
focused and organized. 

Of course, not all students are 
comfortable with purely digital 
materials. “I just prefer holding 
something in my hands and hav- 
ing it right in front of me. Plus, 
I don’t like to have to rely on a 
computer to read something or do 
homework,” says NECC student 
Nick Desmond. However, digital 
class materials will surely become 
increasingly common as technol- 
ogy advances and time goes on, 
leaving paper-based books and 
handouts in the dust of the past. 
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Are we losing our people skills? 


Society is becoming 
reliant on a world 


behind a screen 
By Baicey Torrissi 
Editor-In-Chief 

Listening, like many other 
basic human skills, is one that is 
learned through practicing. Good 
and active listeners are often fo- 
cused on what they’re hearing, 
and pause to reflect. Active lis- 
teners often ask questions not 
because they want to keep a con- 
versation going, but because they 
are actually curious about the an- 
swers. 

I think we as people need to be 
more curious about the answers. 
I think we need be more curious 
about conversations. And | think 
we need to be more curious about 
the world around us. We have 
stopped being curious, and IJ think 
that’s where our generation is los- 
ing out on so many opportunities. 

I think that if we perfect our 
people skills, we are open to so 
many more opportunites to ex- 
pand our world knowledge. I 
think conversating is where we 


should start. I think that we should 
talk to people everyday, different 
people in different places. I think 
we need to ask more questions, 
and be more observant. 

I think our generation, and 
generations below us, are so re- 
liant on interacting by phones, 
computers, etc. that they are for- 
getting how to actively partici- 
pate in conversation. I think that 
we are so attatched to our phones, 
and our world of social media 
that we forget that there are real 
people all around us. 

I think schools also are so fo- 
cused on testing and academic 
learning, that we are forgetting 
school is where you learn your 
basic people skills and how to 
become an active member of so- 
ciety. 

As a future educator, I think 
it’s important to remember that 
you aren’t just teaching someone 
about the history of England, or 
how to create a basic linear equa- 
tion, but it’s our job to help kids 
learn how to live in the real world 
once they leave our classroom. 
Even in the classroom is such a 
great opportunity to get kids in- 
teracting with different aspects 
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We have stopped being curious, and I 
think that’s where our generation is losing 
out on so many opportunities. 


HS 


around the room. Kids are even 
distracted in class, they forget 
how to participate in school as 
well. 

I think people are so distracted 
by their phones, or the TV, or their 
computer that they forget they’re 
having a conversation with a real 
person infront of them. You get a 
lot of head nods, and “Yeah, total- 
ly,” like they’re actually listening 
to what you’re saying. We have 
mastered the art of pretending we 
are listening to what someone is 
saying to us, that we actually for- 
get how to listen. 

Social media and text messag- 
ing has become the outlet for con- 
versation. You rarely even hear of 
people talking on the phone any- 
more. If you need to talk to peo- 
ple, you just send a text. I think 
conversations are a lot more im- 
portant than text messaging. 

If you find yourself often 


asking someone to repeat them- 
selves, or forgetting what the 
person you’re talking to just said, 
you aren’t truly listening. You ar- 
en’t being curious and you aren’t 
actively participating in the con- 
versation. 

Next time you have a con- 
versation with someone, forget 
about whatever else was going 
on. Really listen to what the per- 
son is saying to you, engage and 
think about everything. Respond 
and really get interested in it. We 
need to bring back the basics of 
conversation. 

Talk to people you wouldn’t 
have talked to before. Ask ques- 
tions about where they’re from, 
and what they’re interested in. 
You could learn a lot from the 
person sitting next to you without 
even knowing it. 

Every person in our world is 
different in so many ways, shapes, 


and forms, and you could easily 
learn so much from just opening 
up your ears and listening to what 
they have to say. You can learn so 
much from someone else. 

People always talk about how 
chivaly is dead, and I think that 
it’s because of our new technol- 
ogy world. 

Dating has turned into tex- 
ting and social media posts and 
“Relationship Goals” on Twitter. 
We forget that what you post on 
social media doesn’t define who 
you are, or what your relation- 
ship is. Your likes don’t deter- 
mine how pretty you are. Your 
followers doesn’t determine how 
many friends you have. And your 
retweets don’t determine how 
funny you are. 

We need to go back to being 
interactive. It’s time to put the 
phone down, and explore the 
world around you. Get familiar 
with our surroundings, and learn 
from those around you. Expand 
your mind, learn and grow. Watch 
documentaries, be observant of 
those around you, be courteous 
and spread kindness and positiv- 


ity. 


Roaming Reporter 


“Surprised.” 


TAN BOATIN 
SCIENCE/ENGINEERING 


“Craziest game I’ve 
ever seen.” 


Ros ALLEN 
LIBERAL ARTS 


~~. ___. 
“T think they should 
have lost, even though I 
love them. 
JANE SPENCER 


COMPUTER SCIENCE 


“By far one of the 
greatest games the Pats 
have ever played.” 


SHANE FULFORD 
SECONDARY EDUCATION 


“Nerve-wracking but I 
knew they were going 


to win.” 
MELISSA PARKHURST 


E arty CHILDHOOD 


“Very interesting and 
scary.” 


MIKE SULLIVAN 
Pusiic HEALTH 
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1984 resonates In 2017 
“Alternative facts” sends George Orwell's 67-year-old book 


fiving off the shelves 


By Courtney SPERA 
OPINIon EpiTror 


While “1984” has always been 
wildly popular both as a staple in 
our education system and out of 
sheer interest, it is no doubt that 
this recent spike is a result of rec- 
ognizing the similarities between 
the government of 1984 and the 
one we have right now. 

George Orwell’s totalitarian 
dystopia, “1984” has seen a re- 
cent increase in sales since Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s Senior Ad- 
viser Kellyanne Conway offered 
the term “alternative facts” when 
talking about the Trump admin- 
istration. 

This __ particular 
spiked an interest. 

Craig Burke, Penguin Pub- 
lisher’s publicity director told 
the New York Times that they 
ordered a reprint of 75,000 cop- 


moment 


ies shortly after Conway’s offer 
of “alternative facts” came to the 
surface. 

John Michael Krevosky, a 
student at Northern Essex shares 
that many people “see the paral- 
lels between what our society in 
the U.S. is growing towards in 
relation to “1984” and the soci- 
ety that exists within there.” 

He specifies that this book 
has always been relevant, but 
that “alternative facts” may well 
have been in George Orwell’s 
vocabulary. 

Krevosky refers to “double- 
speak” from “1984.” 

Doublespeak is saying one 
thing that has the literal defini- 
tion likely in the opposite where 
LOVE means HATE and PEACE 
means WAR. 

While talking with NECC stu- 
dent Ethan Serumaga he shares 
that people may be scared that 


Is truth something you’ve been told and grew up believing in? 
Or is it something that is unchangeable? 


on 


we have the potential to imitate 
Orwell’s depiction of the govern- 
ment more closely. 

Serugama expands on what 
people may be fearful of from 
Orwell’s depiction of the future. 

“At any point in time the Par- 
ty can change the total found- 
ings and structures and science 
behind our world and the reality 
of what it is at any moment we 
want, just because we have that 
control,” he said. 

“I’m not going to say we are 
totally brainwashed as of right 
now, but there are different struc- 
tures that can easily distract us 


from what is important, like the 
Super Bowl.” 

Serugama goes on to say that 
while it would only cost Flint, 
Michigan, $55 million to have 
access to clean water, more than 
$15.5 billion goes into a game 
that is only aired for 4 hours. 

NECC’s Kitty Ramos eas- 
ily sees the parallels between 
“1984” and what is happening 
currently in our government. She 
tries to ask what is truth? 

“Is truth something you’ve 
been told and grew up believing 
in? Or is it something that is un- 
changeable?” 

People want to believe that 


-Kitty Ramos 


there is another truth. 

She goes on to answer her 
own question: “Right now a lot 
of things we accept as ‘truth’ ar- 
en’t based in actual fact they are 
feelings, they are culture, they 
are the things that people and 
society expect them to accept as 
“truth.” Ramos sees that as sepa- 
rated as our country can be, more 
people are coming together and 
recognizing that they are believ- 
ing or reinforcing stereotypes 
that are not always true. 

It is important to discuss 
and recognize reality in a world 
where there may be constant dis- 
tractions. 


DISCOUNTS FOR 
NECC STUDENTS 
AND EMPLOYEES! 


CONVENIENT 
CHILD CARE 


ON BOTH CAMPUSES! 


HAVERHILL: SPORTS & FITNESS CENTER 
LAWRENCE: RIVERWALK ENTRANCE C 


INFANTS ¢ TODDLERS ¢ PRESCHOOL / PRE-K 


LITTLESPROUTS.COM e 877-977-7688 
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Civic action plan taking shape 


NECC president gives 
important task to some 


with the job of writing up this 
plan, getting it approved by 
the All-College Assembly and 


faculty to create a Civic releasing it to the public, prob- 


ably on the NECC website, 


Action Plan, the fir st of necc.mass.edu according to 


its kind 


By Justin Lucciano 
News Editor 

Nationwide in March 2016, 
“Campus Compact initiated a 
Campus Civic Action initiative 
to renew higher education’s com- 
mitment to preparing students for 
democratic citizenship, building 
partnerships for change, and re- 
invigorating higher education for 
the public good” said Campus 
Compact on their webpage. 

450 presidents and chancel- 
lors from across the country 
have signed on to the statement 
affirming this Civic Action initia- 
tive. One of these presidents was 
NECC’s own Lane Glenn who 
signed on and tasked Paula Rich- 
ards, Service Learning coordina- 
tor and English Composition and 
English as a Second Language 
(ESL) professor, Janel D’Agata 
Lynch, Civic Engagement and 
Service- Learning Coordinator, 
and Steve Russell, history and 
government chair and professor , 


Dy 
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Lynch. The Civic Engagement 

and Service Learning Depart- 

ments are also involved and 
so are other faculty members like 
Dawna Perez, dean of student 
success; Meredith Gunning, phi- 
losophy and religion professor, 
and assistant english professor 
Patricia Portanova. 

“We are tailoring it specifical- 
ly to Northern Essex,” said Rus- 
sell. “We are trying to get faculty 
to recognize they are already do- 
ing a lot of stuff in their classes 
with civic engagement, without 
even realizing it.” 

The Plan is expected to be 
released in March or mid-spring 
but there is no really set date as 
of yet since data from faculty and 
administration is still being col- 
lected and put into the plan. The 
data being collected is what kind 
of activities are the faculty and 
administration doing with their 
students both in and out of class 
that involve civic engagement 
and service learning. Russell and 
Richards both sent out cards col- 
lecting data from NECC faculty 


PATH 


members and on the cards only 
two questions were asked. The 
questions were what are you cur- 
rently doing to civically engage 
your students, and what kinds 
of civic engagement activities 
would you like to do in the future 
with your students (this can in- 
clude continuing current efforts.) 

Civic engagement and _ ser- 
vice learning is just combining 
a student’s education with their 
community and the world around 
them and a lot is done at NECC to 
achieve this. 

“Assessment of what we are 
doing and doing well and then 
how can we improve what we 
are doing,” said Richards about 
the purpose of this Civic Action 
Plan, “It’s not about starting new 
initiatives but about what we are 
presently doing.” 

Richards as Service Learning 
coordinator and Lynch as Civic 
Engagement and Service Learn- 
ing coordinator are responsible 
for helping teachers design proj- 
ects within classes connecting 
the classroom to the community 
and for creating and strengthen- 
ing relationships with nonprof- 
it community partners in both 
Haverhill and Lawrence. “We are 
helping students to find volunteer 
opportunities and to promote en- 
gagement on 
campus,” said 
Lynch . 

One big 
event that 

appened in 


NI V E 34 S I aL: Y “ fall that 


Finish What You 


Transfer Information Pa it 


Tuesday, February 21 8:00 - 2:00 pm 


Don't Just Transfer to Bay Path, Transform Your Life. 


BAYPATH.EDU 


588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, 
MA 01106 413.565.1235 transfer@baypath.edu 


was organized 
by the Civic 
Engagement 
and Service 
Learning de- 
partments 
planned was 
October’s 


Election Teach-in. The Teach- 
in involved both curricular and 
non-curricular activities. 22 fac- 
ulty members chose to take an as- 
pect of the election and incorpo- 
rate it into their lesson plan or an 
assignment or something in class 
and this spanned all of the col- 
leges big 3 academic divisions. 
There were also campus wide 
talks involving the election going 
on in both Lawrence and Haver- 
hill and the Contemporary Affairs 
club also did a lot involving the 
election. Events that occurred 
included a visit and talk from 
Haverhill Mayor James Fiorenti- 
ni, a talk from Haverhill’s young- 
est City Councilor Andy Vargas, 
NECC’s own big presidential 
debate which involved Patricia 
Portanova, Stephen Slaner, Steve 
Russell, and Andrew Morse, and 
other election related events that 
were either discussions, debate 
broadcasts, or other guest speak- 
ers. Portanova was Hilary Clin- 
ton, Russell was Trump and Slan- 
er and Morse were the other two 
major party candidates of the in- 
dependent party and the libertar- 
ian party. This was great because 
not much was known of the in- 
dependent and libertarian parties 
and neither were involved in na- 
tional debates so NECC 1 USA 0. 
“The Election Teach-In was all 
about giving students information 
to form their own opinions on the 
happenings around them,” said 
Richards about the teach in and 
there is definitely an abundance 
of opinions being made after No- 
vember’s controversial election. 
More events involving civic 
engagement and service learning 
are happening this spring and 
some include the Contemporary 
Affairs club hosted Social Jus- 
tice fair, where Portanova, the 
faculty adviser of the club, hopes 


“raise awareness about all the 
aren things people are do- 
ing with civic engagement,” said 
Portanova. Another event is the 
Civic Engagement and Service 
Learning Fair which will help 
students learn more about volun- 
teer opportunities available both 
on and off campus so they can get 
more involved with their commu- 
nity and make a difference. 

The fair is March 3 1l.a.m 
to 1.p.m in the Dimitry building 
in the Lawrence campus. Other 
events include several political 
talks hosted by the contemporary 
affairs club (contact Portanova 
or Russell for details), and the 
Service Learning Faculty Fel- 
lows program which is run by 
Richards with the goal of helping, 
faculty learn how to incorporate 
service learning into their classes. 

Service Learning gets students 
to get the classroom knowledge 
they need like writing skills or 
interview skills or whatever they 
are learning in class and knowl- 
edge of their community around 
them. An example of real service 
learning - some ESL teachers or 
classes bring students to senior 
centers to interview seniors about 
their lives at the center and this 
helps the students develop inter- 
view skills and strengthen their 
English speaking skill but they 
are also learning about how se- 
nior centers work in our country 
and what they are like and how 
do the people who are cared for in 
them like them. Service Learning 
affects two types of learning - in 
class learning and community or 
civic learning. 

The Civic Action Plan team’s 
is currently working on finishing 
their writing and presenting it to 
the all college assembly. 


Energy policy sparks concerns 


By Courtney SPERA 
Correspondent 

An America First Energy Plan is the 
first issue listed under the White House 
website. 

“The Trump Administration is com- 
mitted to energy policies that lower costs 
for hardworking Americans and max- 
imize the use of American resources, 
freeing us from dependence on foreign 
oil,” according to the policy statement on 
whitehouse.gov. 

In an attempt to create jobs and break 
free from “burdensome regulations” in 
our energy industry, “President Trump 
is committed to eliminating harmful and 
unnecessary policies such as the Climate 
Action Plan and the Waters of the U.S. 
rule,” the statement says. 

Student at Northern Essex, Jessica 
Henriques, disagrees with this policy 
statement. 

“He’s not really eliminating anything 
harmful, because the resources he’s using 


are worse than the resources we already 
have,” she said. 

The goal is removing the Climate Ac- 
tion Plan and Water of the United States 
rule and replacing them with “clean coal 
technology,” according to the website. 

NECC’s Shane Fulford believes that 
renewable energy would be a better in- 
vestment both for the environment and 
the economy. 

“Substantial forces of clean energy 
creates countless amounts of jobs for citi- 
zens. It would be clean energy so the earth 
isn’t getting hurt,” he said. 

Fulford brings up the case with the 
North Dakota Access Pipeline, which 
many people have protested because of 
concerns about water. Following massive 
protests, the Army Corps of Engineers de- 
cided to explore alternate routes. Recent- 
ly, a similiar he pipeline leaked 175,000 
gallons of oil into a North Dakota creek. 

Trump’s executive action to revive 
the pipeline goes hand in hand with his 
America First Energy Plan. 
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Lane Glenn issues 
letter to students 
worried about 


Trump s order 

Dear NECC Community: 

Late Friday, President Donald 
J. Trump issued an executive or- 
der “Protecting the Nation from 
Foreign Terrorist Entry Into the 
United States,” which had the im- 
mediate effect of suspending ad- 
missions into the country of ref- 
ugees, immigrants and citizens of 
seven majority-Muslim nations. 

There is considerable uncer- 
tainty around these executive 
actions, as federal judges are 
already hearing opposing argu- 
ments and issuing rulings delay- 
ing implementation of the orders, 
and protests are being staged in 
cities, and on college campuses, 
across the nation. 

Without question, these events 
are creating an environment of 
hostility and fear, particularly for 
those living among us — includ- 
ing our family members, friends, 
neighbors, colleagues, and class- 
mates—who were not born in the 
United States. 

Please know this: 

Wherever you were born, and 
however you may have found 
your way to our campus, the mis- 
ston and core values of Northern 


Talk focuses on propaganda 


Professorand | ° 


Essex Community College, as 
created by our faculty, staff, stu- 
dents and community, and as ap- 
proved by our Board of Trustees 
and the Massachusetts Board of 
Higher Education, apply to you 
equally: 

NECC Mission Statement 

At NECC, our mission is to 
educate and inspire our students 
to succeed. We provide a wel- 
coming environment focused on 
teaching and learning — strongly 
committed to unlocking the po- 
tential within each student and 
empowering our diverse commu- 
nity of learners to meet their in- 
dividual goals. We are a commu- 
nity college dedicated to creating 
vibrant and innovative opportu- 
nities that encourage excellence 
and enhance the cultural and eco- 
nomic life of our region 

Culture of Inclusion 

Northern Essex Community 
College strives to be a model of 
diversity and inclusion; the cam- 
pus community reflects the layers 
of cultural and self-identity that 
proudly make up our region, na- 
tion, and world. We respect, val- 
ue, and celebrate the strengths, 
characteristics, and perspectives 
of all and promote an inclusive 
environment that leverages the 
unique contributions of each in- 
dividual, group, and organization 
into all aspects of our work. 


n_ is any type of voter fraud. 


News 


_ @theneccobserver 


We have students, faculty, and 
staff at NECC from countries 
all around the world, including 
Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, the 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Egypt, Gabon, Haiti, India, Ita- 
ly, Kenya, Mexico, Morocco, the 
Philippines, Guatemala, Turkey, 
the United Kingdom, Vietnam, 
and Zimbabwe. 

Their contributions to teach- 
ing, learning, research, and com- 
munity engagement are a vital 
part of who we are and what we 
do—and have been since our 
founding more than fifty years 
ago. 

Ensuring that NECC remains a 
model of diversity and inclusion, 
and that our campus communi- 
ty reflects the layers of cultural 
and self-identify that proudly 
make up our region, nation, and 
world are vital. The leadership of 
NECC is committed to these core 
values, to protecting the opportu- 
nities and rights that are available 
to all members of our campus 
community, and to doing what- 
ever is possible within the law to 
continue supporting students and 
staff from all around the world. 

We share this commitment 
with the Massachusetts Board of 
Higher Education, and Commis- 
sioner for Higher Education, Dr. 
Carlos Santiago, who recently 
made these comments about con- 
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NECC president responds to travel ban 


cerns of students protected by the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program, and 
pledged to do “all I can to sup- 
port our institutions as they strive 
to provide a safe and productive 
environment for all of our stu- 
dents.” 

NECC is one of more than 
600 colleges and universities 
that has signed a letter support- 
ing the DACA Executive Order, 
which provides a window of time 
and protection for young immi- 
grants that meet certain criteria 
to qualify for in-state tuition and 
complete their academic studies 
before action is taken on their 
residency status. 

The college, and other col- 
leges and universities in the state, 
also supports bipartisan pro- 
posed legislation known as the 
Bar Removal of Individuals who 
Dream and Grow our Economy 
(BRIDGE) Act that would al- 
low individuals in the U.S. who 
arrived as children to remain 
for three more years without the 
threat of deportation, while Con- 
gress considers changes to the 
immigration system. 

Additional information for un- 
documented and DACA students 
considering or attending NECC 
can be found by clicking here. 

Students may also contact the 
college’s International Student 


Advisor at international@necc. 
mass.edu or (978) 556-3726. 

Other concerns or inquiries 
can be directed to my office at 
(978) 556-3854. 

In 1961, the year that North- 
ern Essex Community College 
enrolled our first students in 
classrooms at the Greenleaf El- 
ementary School in Haverhill, 
our state’s own President John F. 
Kennedy addressed the Canadian 
Parliament in Ottawa, conveying 
to them that, “Geography has 
made us neighbors. History has 
made us friends. Economics has 
made us partners. And necessity 
has made us allies. Those whom 
nature hath so joined together, let 
no man put asunder. What unites 
us is far greater than what divides 
us.” 

Today, more than half a cen- 
tury later, the evolution of tech- 
nology, economics, international 
alliances, and enlightened minds 
have transcended borders and 
made us all global neighbors and 
partners; and our best interests 
around the world, and right here 
in Haverhill and in Lawrence, are 
in embracing not what divides us, 
but all that unites us. 

Editor’s note; President Lane 
Glenn sent this email to the 
NECC community on Jan. 30. 


Wednesday, 
Contemporary Feb. 1, Patti- 
Affairs Club tales pone” 
By: SARAH DesipE- tant English 

Professor, 
em and the new 
academic adviser for the Contempo- 
rary Affairs Club gave a talk about 
‘Propaganda and The Free Press Under 
the Trump Administration’. 

Portanova’s definition of propa- 
ganda is, “information, especially of 
a biased or misleading nature, used to 
promote or publicize a particular cause 
or point of view.” 

She said. “We can learn something 
from times in the past while we were 
being persuaded, and use that knowl- 
edge to go forward.” 

She said Trump uses fear, anger, 
and describes the United States as 
weak and broken and says he is the 
only one who can fix it. He is also very 
well known for undermining the credi- 
bility of journalists, to which Portano- 
va choose some of the big ones where 
the media took it upon themselves to 
disprove. One of the quotes was from 
Donald Trump saying that people 
don’t “care at all” about his tax re- 
turns, when in fact there was a petition 
on “the White House website that has 
broken every single record of number 
of signatures by the American people, 
well over a million have asked to see 
his tax returns” says Portanova. As we 
all know Trump did not win the popu- 
lar vote, however he says he “won the 
popular vote if you deduct the millions 
of people who voted illegally,” even 


though there is no evidence that there 


With Trump’s influence, the media 
is currently being used as a punching 
bag and is even liked less than Con- 
gress is, she said. “Trump recently 
stated, ‘As you know, I have a running 
war with the media.” He has called re- 
porters “the most dishonest human be- 
ings on earth.” 

Trump’s war with the media is nev- 
er ending, because the news is a mean 


_of propaganda in which he is trying his 


absolute hardest in order to control un- 
der any circumstances, Portanova said. 
He wants to be able to control the me- 
dia on a whole new level that we hav- 
en’t seen in a very long time, she said. 

The First Amendment protects jour- 
nalists, she pointed out. 

“Journalists abide by a code of eth- 
ics that includes to “seek the truth and 
report it.” They serve a check-and-bal- 
ance function in a democratic society.” 

However, “six journalists were ar- 
rested and charged with felony rioting 
while covering the violent protests and 
Trumps inauguration,” she said. 

These journalists were in fact not 
rioting, just doing their job, howev- 
er they were among the protesters, so 
they were arrested. 

Trump has tried to move the Press 
Room out of the White House to de- 
crease the number of extra people, 
especially the media, out of the White 
House, which had a lot of backlash and 
will not happen. 

“He prefers to ‘speak directly to the 
people’ through Twitter., which elimi- 
nates all of the emotion and is very in- 
direct and closed off and not an effec- 
tive form of communication, as many 
of us have discovered, she said. 
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First Fridays Film presents Persepolis 
One Geograpic Region hosts screening of = oo | 
award- winning animated film 


By GENEVIEVE SCHERER 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 


On the first Friday of 
every month, One Geographic 
Region hosts a movie screening 
in room E164 from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. These First Fridays Films 
are free and open to all students, 
staff and faculty. This past Friday, 
the program presented the French 
animated film, Persepolis, which 
was a Jury Prize winner at the 
2007 Cannes Film Festival. 

The coming of age film 
was written and directed by Mar- 
jane Satrapi, Iranian-born French 
filmmaker and illustrator, and 
Vincent Paronnaud, filmmaker 
and French comic artist. Based 
off of Satrapi’s autobiographical 
graphic novel also titled Perse- 
polis, the film tells the hardships 
endured by Satrapi and her fam- 
ily living under the rules of the 
Islamic government. 

The story follows Satrapi 
as she grows up in Tehran, Iran 
during the Iranian Revolution, 


struggling to remain unique and 
individual. Opening up the film, 
the young woman is seen being 
denied a flight back to Iran. Feel- 
ing defeated, she sits down, be- 
gins to smoke a cigarette, and re- 
flects on the difficulties she faced 
as a young girl. 

Throughout the film, it is clear 
that Satrapi is outspoken, con- 
tinuing to stand up for what she 
believes is right. She refuses to 
have her voice silenced, and is 
faced with many government 
induced conflicts, including the 
oppression and danger from the 
Iraq-Iran War. 

Owing to her vocal and confi- 
dent personality, the young girl’s 
parents send her away to Vienna, 
Austria, to avoid being arrested 
for her outspokenness. Here, she 
is able to express herself freely 
and safely. Satrapi later returns 
home with hopes of improved 
living conditions after the com- 
pletion of the war. 

Nervous that the Iranian au- 
thorities will target their daugh- 


ter as a political dissident, Sa- 
trapi’s parents eventually decide 
that she must permanently leave 
the country, and move to Paris, 
France. She hesitates to agree 
with the idea, but ultimately de- 
cides this is the best decision for 
her. 

The film then ends with a pres- 
ent-day scene, as Satrapi collects 
her luggage and catches a taxi 
at the Paris-Orly Airport. The 
taxi driver asks her where she is 
from, to which she proudly re- 
plies “Iran”, keeping her promise 
to her grandmother to stay true to 
herself while remembering where 
she comes from. 

After the film concluded, au- 
dience members reflected on the 
film and discussed their reactions. 
Matthew Hewett, Northern Essex 
Community College student and 
Political Science major, spoke of 
the art style, saying “the comic 
was a good medium for [the film], 
and it gave a good perception.” 

Barbara Stachniewicz, NECC 
English professor, global schol- 
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ar, and faculty fellow for the One 
Geographic Region found the 
film “particularly moving, and 
[the art style] made it seem more 
real in a way.” 

Speaking on the timeliness of 
the topic, Christine Sifre, NECC 
liberal arts and political science 
major, says this “plays into the 
miseducation that we are fed or 
indoctrinated in our schools to- 
day. We are not taught a lot of 
stuff, and are even misinformed 
on our history.” 

Other audience members felt 
emotionally invoked with Satra- 
pi’s story, as it related to the cur- 


rent events that their friends and 
family members have recently 
been affected by, including the 
immigration ban. One attendee 
feels it is disheartening that “to 
survive in that culture, you need 
a temperament to not speak up.” 

Another audience member an- 
nounced “after watching this, I’m 
seeing certain parallels to what 
I’m seeing here now.” 

Overall, the crowd seemed 
moved by the autobiographical 
film as it relates closely to what is 
going on today, and “is not as far 
off as it was even a few months 


» 


ago. 
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It is never too late to 
start over and follow 


your dreams 
By Saran DEsIDERIO 
Campus Life Editor 

No one proves this better 
than Northern Essex Community 
College Adjunct Art Professor, 
Dianne Pappas. At age 17, Pap- 
pas was lucky enough to have 
an amazing math teacher who 
inspired her to peruse a BA in 
Mathematics at Smith College in 
Northampton, MA. From there 
she would begin a 13-year career 
in management consulting. In 
2000, with two young boys, Pap- 
pas decided it was time to take a 
leap of faith and leave her man- 
agement career and focus on what 
her heart was saying and pursue a 


Meet my professor _ 


“T like how teaching makes my art 
change. There’s so many minds coming 
together.” 

- Dianne Pappas 


career in art. “I was far more in- 
terested in the art on the walls 
than what I was going to consult 
about”. 

And so began the eight-year 
road of freelancing and earning a 
bachelor’s degree in Studio Art. 
Until finally, in 2008 when she 
would apply to the Maryland In- 
stitute of Art (MICA), where she 
would have four, very intense 
summers of art 24/7, to success- 
fully earn her MFA in Studio Art 
in 2012. 


Photo by Diannee Papppas 


Sculpture when you first open her website. 


Parnassus seeks contributions 


Fast forward to Fall 2013, 
when Pappas would walk into 
a classroom as the main teacher 
for the very first time. Original- 
ly having no desire to teach, she 
has now found a new love for it 
because, “I like how teaching 
makes my art change. There’s so 
many minds coming together.” 

She loves participating in 
Art Galleries. “I like experienc- 
ing different places and getting 
people’s opinions from different 
places”. Galleries also share a lot 
of the same qualities as teaching. 
“The possibility for new interpre- 
tation, you open yourself up, its 
humbling and rewarding; you’re 
continually learning”. 

Of course teaching does have 
its own perks. “You can know 
something, but to teach it to 
someone else helps broaden and 
expand your ideas and that’s what 
I love about teaching, you’re al- 
ways open to being shown a new 
interpretation and perspective on 
something you’ve seen a million 
times”. She goes on to discuss 
how in her sculpture class, which 
she introduced to Northern Essex 
in Fall 2015, they have to build a 
sculpture out of fabric. No other 
materials, no hot glue, hooks, no 
nothing. Therefore, the student is 
left to be creative, and a group of 
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boy students began sewing, and 
not to be stereotypical, but Pap- 
pas was pleased and very pleas- 
antly surprised. 

However, all of her in- 
spiration doesn’t just come from 
students. Two of her biggest 
inspirations have been Louise 
Bourgeois and Eva Hesse. Bour- 
geois was a French-American 
painter, large sculptor, installa- 
tions, and printmaker. Pappas 
said she was “so experimental”, 
a “role model; a pioneer in be- 
ing and making of her time”, and 
“her and her work process, will- 
ingness, and her ability and desire 
to forge ahead of her time is so 
serious and inspirational”. While 
Bourgeois was with us for just 
shy of 100 years, was only alive 
for 34 years and an active artist 
for about nine, but in that time 
she was a very unconstitutional 
type of artist, a feminist, mini- 
malism, sculptor. Pappas said she 
took unconventional materials 


‘om her website diannepappas.com. 
and wanted to “see what it can do 


that it’s not supposed to do”. Eva 
Hesse says, “I think art is a total 
thing. A total person giving a con- 
tribution. It is an essence, a soul. 
In my inner soul art and life are 
inseparable.” 


Photo by Dianne Pappas 
Animation/Staging Work: 
For the past year, | have 
been deconstructing and 
animating many of my 
sculptural objects. 


Students shine at festival 


NECC presents 
literacy magazine 
for student work 
By Kaui Routier 


Correspondent 

Here a Northern Essex, the 
Parnassus Literary Magazine 
is a perfect opportunity to be 
heard and appreciated in the 
Northern Essex communi- 
ty. Creative-minded students 
are encouraged to expand 
_ the horizons and take part in 
the colorful art, literature and 
photography published by the 
literary magazine. 

The Parnassus Literary 
_ Magazine has been in pub- 
lication since 1965, one of 
| Northern Essex oldest insti- 
tutions, which features the 
artwork, photography and 


literature (fiction, poetry, and’ 


creative non-fiction) created 
by the students, faculty and 
staff of the Northern Essex 
. community. 
Published annually at the 


end of each spring semester 
Patrick Lochelt, the faculty 
advisor for the magazine, 
and its’ staff encourage any 
student or faculty member 
who wishes to be heard to 
send in their work and be ex- 
amined. 

“For any creative-minded 
student, this is a fantastic way 
to get their work out to the 
public, as well as to help add 
to their creative resume/port- 
folio. Having one’s creative 
works viewed and judged is a 
great way to improve on their 
own skills and creativity, and 
being published in a nation- 
ally recognized and awarded 
publication is a fantastic thing 
to have for experience.” Lo- 
chelt says. 

The magazine is submitted 
each year to several national 
competitions, and has won 
several awards over the last 
decade including best in the 
nation for 2 year colleges in 
2011 by the Associated Colle- 
giate Press. 

Having the freedom to ex- 


press oneself is a great bless- 
ing provided by the Consti- 
tution of the United State. 
Freedom of speech, religion, 
assembly, petition and press 
give the American people the 
chance to do great things with 
their minds and the Parnassus 
Literary Magazine is a great 
way to exercise those rights, 
right here on home territory. 
“T know the power that 

something like this can have 
on someone’s life, so I know 
that it’s important. That’s 
probably my favorite aspect 
of Parnassus: giving others 
the chance to put themselves 
out there and find new ave- 
nues to express their creativi- 
ty and ideas” Lochelt says. 

Besides the Literary Mag- 
azine, the institution is orga- 
nizing a club where the first 
meeting will likely be during 
the second week of February. 
Anyone at NECC who is in- 
terested in helping with the 
production of the magazine 
is welcome and is encouraged 
by Lochelt. 


By RAcHEL 
Correspondent 

The Firehouse Center of Arts held 
its fifteenth annual New Works Festi- 
val from Friday, Jan. 20th to Jan. 28th. 
The Firehouse is located on One Mar- 
ket Square in Newburyport, Mass. 
New Works Festival features a variety 
of short ten-minute plays along with 
full length plays, and two one acts all 
submitted by writers across the New 
England area. Overall there were 
fourteen shorts, two one acts, and one 
full length play that were chosen. 

Two of the shorts featured on Sat- 
urday, January 21st, featured three of 
Northern Essex Community College’s 
Top Notch Players. Abigail Seabrook 
and Conor Miller both from New- 
buryport, MA and Mark Morrison of 
Haverhill, Mass. “This has been my 
third year being cast in New Works. 
The audition process is the most chal- 
lenging part because you present one 
comedic and a dramatic monologue 
to 10-15 different directors”, Miller 
says. 

“IT enjoyed the opening of the 
“Shorts” and thought how well-writ- 
ten they were. I noticed a lot of the 


performers were older, which was 
surprising”, Erin Lehner, student at 
Northern Essex stated. 

Geehae Moon, who is also a Top 
Notch Player at Northern Essex Com- 
munity College, was chosen to direct 
one of the shorts called, “Baggage”, 
submitted by L.H. Finigan of Rock- 
port, Mass. The show featured Dier- 
dree Glassford of Newmarket, N.H., 
Nate Joyall of Groveland, Mass., and 
Armando Belliard-Harmon of Haver- 
hill, Mass. 

There can be a lot of challenges 
when it comes to acting and being in 
a show. “My biggest challenge was 
overcoming my insecurities. I haven’t 
really had much acting practice in 
over three years and was only given 
the script about a few and a half be- 
fore the show.”, Glassford says. Most 
shows you have much more time to 
study the script and language. Glass- 
ford also includes, “It was definitely 
intimating having the playwriter there 
in the audience watching us perform 
her words. If it wasn’t for my fellow 
cast mates unwavering and unjudg- 
mental support, I wouldn’t have suc- 
ceeded.” 
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HOW showcases Native American photography 


Navajo born student, 
Althea John seeks to 
show the East Coast 
her culture through 


meaningful photos 
By CLEo BriGHAM 


Features Editor 

If graphic art major, Althea 
John was to introduce herself to 
you in her hometown of Luka- 
chukai, Arizona, she would not 
only tell you her name, but also 
that she’s a part of the Black 
Sheep, Salt People, Reed, and 
Folded Arms clans of the Navajo 
nation. However, now at her cur- 
rent residence in Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, she’s struggling 
to find any connections to a Na- 
tive American community. John 
explained that after moving to the 
East Coast many people thought 
she was from Mexico, Hawaii, or 
Cambodia. She was saddened to 
find that the majority of the peo- 
ple around here didn’t even know 
anyone who is a full blooded Na- 
tive American. 

After moving in 2014 with her 
younger sister, John found her- 
self embracing her culture and 
differences more than she did on 
the Navajo reservation. She ex- 
plained that in high school she 
stayed out of the sun and wore 
blue contact lenses in order to ap- 
pear more caucasian. Coming to 
Massachusetts really forced John 
to start loving who she was and 
where she came from. Although 
it tooks some time to get used to, 
John loves her brown eyes and no 
longer wears contacts. 

John would speak with people 
in her classes who talked about 
the extinction of native people, 


telling her how they had read 
about her people in their history 
books, “but I’m right here!” John 
countered. 

While living on this side of 
the Mississippi, John found that 
so many people bought into 
Westernized misconceptions of 
natives exploited by Hollywood. 
People assume she’s an alcohol- 
ic who’s handed welfare checks, 
free education, and healthcare 
from the government, however 
John abstains from alcoho! and 
has student loans like a lot of her 
peers. She encourages people to 
ask her questions as she would 
rather people be educated rather 
than misled. She explained that, 
“history is written by the victors,” 
stating that in order to really learn 
accurate history with a native 
perspective, one must go out west 
and respectfully talk to elders 
since their history is taught orally. 

While taking a studio lighting 
course with technology, arts, and 
professional study professor, Co- 
rey Davis, John shot a series of 
photographs for her final proj- 
ect to portray how important her 
background is to her. The project 
needed to show something that 
was meaningful to the photogra- 
pher; something they felt need- 
ed to be shown. As an advocate 
for Native Americans, John felt 
it was important to take photo- 
graphs of a full blooded Native 
American person with sacred 
objects to exemplify pride and 
tradition. However, finding a 
local model to fit her specifica- 
tions proved impossible. She 
even looked around Boston, but 
was unable to find anyone. After 
giving up on finding a stranger to 
shoot, John turned to her fami- 


ly. After some convincing, John 
used her personal savings to fly 
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A photo of John’s family member, not featured in HOW 


her cousin, her model and Miss 
Northern Teen Center beauty 
pageant winner, as well as two 
other family members from her 
hometown to Massachusetts for 
her final project. 

All the items used in the pho- 
tographs are sacred, meaningful 
artifacts, family heirlooms, and 
jewelry belonging to both John 
and her cousin. Although some 
of the items have strict rules 


as to what they can be used for — 


and where, John brought them to 
Massachusetts because she felt it 
was important to her project. She 
wanted to be different and push 
boundaries, while also staying re- 
spectful to the items and her her- 
itage. John’s favorite picture is of 
her cousin covering her face with 
John’s grandfather’s ritual peyote 
ceremony fan that was passed 
down to her mother. She wanted 
the picture to portray that despite 
the frequent hollywood misin- 
terpretations of Native American 
people, they’re still real people. 
Despite the model’s face being 
hidden by the feathers, her eyes 
are still peeking through to rep- 
resent that she’s a valid person 
that defies the stereotypes put on 
Native American people by west- 
ernized imagery. 

Hair is also a very import- 
ant theme in the series. John ex- 
plained that in Native American 
customs, hair is typically left 
uncut as it’s a psychical repre- 
sentation of their thoughts and 
knowledge. “I know it sounds ri- 
diculous,” John said, “but we feel 
with it.” The hair is essentially an 
extension of themselves, and is 
only cut during times of mourn- 
ing as a symbol of starting over. 
John feels very protective of her 
hair, and prefers that people don’t 
ask her to touch it. She remem- 
bers going on vacation with her 
sister, and people approaching 
them, telling her sister that they 
would pay her to let them touch 
her hair. She laughed, recalling 
how her sister took advantage of 
the tourists to make a little mon- 
ey, but also acknowledging how 
bad it feels to be seen as a noy- 
elty rather than a human being. 

Although, John isn’t sure 
what she plans on doing after 
she graduates she does know 
that she loves making people 
happy while advocating for is- 
sues she really believes in. She 
even recently attended a march 
on inauguration day as well as 
the Women’s March in Wash- 
ington, DC. 

“It felt amazing,” John stated 
in regards to being surrounded 
by numerous Native American 
tribes from all over the United 
States during the march. She 
equated the feeling to that of 
experiencing a spiritual moment 
while participating in a large 
powwow. John hopes to contin- 
ue advocating for native people, 
as well as educating people on 
the misconceptions many have 
about Native Americans. 


Continued on page 9 
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Course Spotlight: Sex & 
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Gender ina Global World 


By CLEo BRIGHAM 
Features Editor 


Professor Kristi Arford 
teaches at NECC as a memeber 
of the behavioral sciences fac- 
ulty. 

She teaches Intro to Sociol- 
ogy, Cultural Anthropology, 
and a short term study abroad 
archaeological site exploration 
course. However, her favorite 
course to teach is Sex and Gen- 
der in a global world which she 
has been teaching for four years. 
Arford is also the faculty adviser 
for NECC’s Gender and Sexuali- 
ty Alliance, which she finds has a 
lot of discussions that cross over 
to the content covered within her 
sex and gender class. In 2014, she 
was even consulted by the Ando- 
ver Townsman in an article about 
the implications of gender when it 
comes to high school bake sales. 

The course examines the social 
construct of sex, gender, and sex- 
uality across cultures, throughout 
time, and in contemporary Amer- 
ican society. They explore topics 
such as the expression of gender 
in everyday life, varying defini- 
tions of masculinity and feminin- 
ity; the centrality of gender in the 
family, the workplace, govern- 
ment, media, and the sociology 
of sexuality. 

As soon as one walks in to Ar- 
ford’s classroom, it’s clear that 
the course is heavily discussion 
based due to the circular desk 
arrangement. She prefers this set 
up as it promotes an equal class- 
room rather than one where she 
would be at the head, lecturing in 
front of rows of students where 


Photo by Kristi Arford 
she is the clear superior. As this } 
Behavioral Sciences Faculty 


member, Kristi Arford 


—————— 


is a 200 level class, she expects } 


students to be leading discussions 
rather than taking notes the entire 
period. 

While this is her favorite class 
to teach because it’s so relevant, 
Arford understands that she’s 
covering controversial materi- 
al that can potentially put stu- 
dents on edge. Despite this she 
explained that she’s not afraid 
to make anyone uncomfortable, 
as she sees this experience as, 
“growing pains,” that ultimately 
improve a students knowledge 
and perspective. Monday, Jan, 
30, the class explored egalitarian 
society as opposed to a patriar- 
chal society. This is where people 
have equal access to resources, 
power, and wealth regardless of 
gender according to Arford. By 
making the content of this course 
more mainstream, Arford’s goal 
is to destroy the patriarchy and 
make way for a more egalitarian 
culture. 
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John’s cousin displaying a traditional rug while John’s favorite picture from the shoot. She is Another picture depicting the important theme 


also wearing a rug dress with tall moccasins. 


Typically rugs like this one are used for numerous 
daily activities. American culture despite inacurate sterotypes. 


holding John’s grandpather’s traditional peytote of letting one’s hair grow out to represent their 
ritual fan to represent the relevance of Native thoughts as well as their knowledge. Tradition- 
aly hair is only cut during a time of mourning. 


This photo, not featured in the HOW building de- John used this picture to capture the immese The model holds her hair to symbolize that it is 
picts John’s cousin on a Navajo rug, wearing a_ pride she and her cousin have in their shared her- her own, warning others that it's disrespectful 


rug dress, and displaying her traditional jewelry. ritage and culture as women of the Navajo nation. to ask to touch it. 
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Knights add to loss column, now 3-17 


Nothing seems to be 


going the Knights 


way this season 
By Travis BARRETT 
Sports Editor 

The NECC Knights 
unfortunately continue 
their losing ways as the 
season comes closer and 
closer to a conclusion. 

Over the past week the 
Knights have gone 1-3 
with an exciting come 
from behind win against 
Springfield Technical 
Community College on 
Saturday, Jan. 28. 

They got revenge over 
the Rams after an earlier 
defeat in the season back 
on Dec. 3. 

The Knights  over- 
came a 10 point deficit at 
halftime to outscore the 
Rams 44-28 in the second 
half. They ran out of gas 
toward the end and the 
Knights took advantage to 
break their losing streak at 
nine. 

The Knights went on 
to win 76-70. 

Although one win in 
four games isn’t going to 
get it done. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 24 
the Knights fell to Bunker 
Hill Community College 
109-85, than losing to 
Quinsigamond Commu- 
nity College on Jan. 26, 
92-79. 


NECC #1 Eddie Cardona drives the ball up court 


The losing streak 
was snapped _ the 
next game against 
the Rams but it was 
short lived after a 
loss to Massasoit 

Community on Thursday, 
Feb. 2. 

In this game the 
Knights got off to a great 
start with an early first 
half lead at 50-39. The 
Knights were doing ev- 
erything right and “ey- 
eryone was doing their 
part,” Devin Quinney a 
Computer Science said on 
the first half play of the 
Knights. 

The speed of the 
Knights seemed to be the 
kryptonite of the Warriors 
noticeable size advantage. 
The Knights were scoring 
heavily on the fast break 
and were able to push the 
ball effectively up the 
courts with strong defense 
to balance it off. 

The game shifted right 
at the start of the second 
half as the Warriors were 
able to tie the game with- 
in the first few minutes of 
the game. From there the 
lead went back and forth 
and for awhile no one was 
able to get an edge. 

The Knights had a 
small scare halfway 
through the second half 
when Isaiah Ruffen came 


up with a steal and in tran- 
sition went up strong to 
the hoop to be fouled hard 
on the play. 

Ruffen got up slow but 
stayed in the game to sink 
both free throws to tie the 
game at 66. 

In the end the aggres- 
sive play style of the 
Warriors frustrated the 
Knights and the defense 
broke down and guys 
were just on empty. 

Before the season be- 
gan Coach Joe Tardiff 
stated in an interview with 
the Eagle Tribune that, 
“our biggest weakness is 
our capacity to rebound.” 
This has been more and 
more clear as the season 
goes on. 

The most _ glaring 
weakness all season for 
the Knights has been the 
inefficient rebounding 
and the lack of effort un- 
der the rim. 

Half of rebounding 
comes from size but the 
other half is effort while 
getting into better posi- 
tion than your man. Size 
isn’t just the Knights 
problem, it’s the basic 
fundamentals of boxing 
out and wanting the ball 
more than the other guy 
that’s the problem. 

The Knights have not 
shown that this season. 
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Photo by courtesy of Sue MacAvoy 


Upcoming basketball 
games 


February 7 @ Roxbury CC (6:00 pm) 
February 11 @ Holyoke CC (12:00 pm) 
February 16 @ MassBay CC (6:00pm) 


February 18 vs Bristol CC (12:00 pm) 


Photo courtesy of Sue MacAvoy 
NECC #12 Isaiah Ruffen wins tipoff against Quinsigamond 
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NECC hires new track and field coaches 


New coaches try and 
bring strong work 
ethic to track program 


By Travis BARRETT 


Sports Editor 
NECC has rebooted the track 


| and field program for students 


looking for a new sport this spring 
semester. They have hired Nelson 
Desilvestre as the head coach and 
assistant coach Suzanne Dunn. 
Head coach Desilvestre joins 
NECC as a first time college 
coach coming from Beverly High 
School where he coached for over 
20 years. Desilvestre is a part of 
Beverly’s Hall of Fame for his 
time as a coach and player there. 
As a high school student he at- 
tended and competed in track and 
field for Beverley high school 
creating many memories that 
there were “too many to men- 


tion,” Desilvestre said. 


He competed in an assortment 


|| of sprints, long and triple jumps 
|| flourishing in both. He later took 


those talents with him to the Uni- 

versity of Maine where he contin- 

ued to achieve at a high level. 
After college his head coach 


_ of his high school track team ran 


into him and threw the idea out 


| if he’d like to join as an assistant 


coach. After making it clear with 


| his family he jumped on board. 
| He was an assistant for three 


years until he took over as the 


| head coach. 


When asked what made him 


| want to make the jump to the 


Coggh 
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ndesilvestre@en 


| sdunn@necc. 
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college level he said he thought 
he did, “everything I could at the 
high school level” and wanted to 
see what he could bring to college 
students. 

While trying to get the ball 
rolling here at NECC, Desilvestre 
works as the second in command 
for the track team at Manches- 
ter Essex Regional high school. 
While he’s not here he’s there and 
vice-versa. 

Suzanne Dunn has had a dif- 
ferent path when it comes to 
coaching. This is her first time as 
a coach and she is looking for- 
ward to the new challenges. 

She believes that sports helps 
plant the seeds for “putting your 
best foot forward” in life. She 
added that you can learn so much 
by being in a competitive setting 
that it can bring the best out of 
someone and it can help rub off 
on other things going forward in 
life. 

Dunn, in the past ran track for 
NECC when she attended here in 
the early 2000’s where she cher- 
ished her time with other students 
competing in events. She’s trying 
to bring the same experience she 
had to the students at NECC. 

She specialized in sprint and 
jumps and some field event work, 
which she will be working on as 
as well as a coach here. 

“TJ have a lot to learn and a lot 
to give,” Dunn said about coach- 
ing for the first time. 

Previously Dunn has_ been 
working as an athletic trainer so 
she understands the fundamentals 
of bring people up and helping 


nh 
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NECC track and field coach Nelson Desilvestre in the gym 


them achieve things they didn’t 
think they could do. And that’s 


ships or creating olympians, they 
just want to get students excited 
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I have a lot to learn and a lot 
to give 


- Suzanne Dunn 


exactly what she’ s trying to bring 
here. 

Both Dunn and coach Desil- 
vestre are trying to bring an, “at- 
mosphere of fun and comradery,” 
Desilvestre added. They both said 
it’s not about winning champion- 


about the program again. 

At this time finding a set 
schedule for practice that works 
with students’ schedules is a 
challenge that they are working 
on but hope to improve as more 
students join. 
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Photo courtesy of NECC Newsroom 


Right now they have five stu- 
dents that are interested in the 
program, but not all have enough 
credits to be considered full-time 
students who are eligible to play. 

Luckily this semester is a 
bridge gap year for them to get 
the word out to students. 

Nolan Rice, a first time stu- 
dent at NECC, is the lone recruit 
to commit to the track team this 
year, but that hasn’t broke his 
spirit. 

He said it “feels great to be 
here,” and that he’s looking for- 
ward to the future of track. 

If you are interested in track 
you can email coach Desilvestre 
at, ndesilvestre@necc.mass.edu. 
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Word Search: Valentine’s Day 
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Words may run in any direction, including u 
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SS 


down, backwards, and diagonally 


valentine 
love 
heart 

red 

pink 


cupid february 
flowers friends 
candy date 
chocolate sweetheart 
card kiss 


arrow kissme 
kindness admirer 
bemine roses 

romance holiday 
iloveyou darling 


Shyamalan surprises again 


Twisted movie writer 


releases new film 
By JARED RICHARD 
Correspondent 

When it comes to psycholog- 
ical thrillers and surprising twist 
endings, there is no one more 
synonyms in the film industry 
than M Night Shyamalan. While 
Shyamalan first debuted as a film 
director in 1992, he did not re- 
ceive worldwide fame until 1999 
with his film “The Sixth Sense” 
starring Bruce Willis and Haley 
Joel Osment. 

With its intriguing story, stel- 
lar performances, and a surprising 
twist ending (which would later 
become a staple for Shyamalan 
as a director) “The Sixth Sense” 
was a smash hit and was loved by 
both critics and audiences. Over 
the next few years Shyamalan 
released both “Unbreakable” and 
“Signs,” both of which were well 
received. 

Shyamalan was on a roll, and 
even at one point was hailed as 
the next Steven Spielberg at one 
point. 

Then over the course of almost 
10 years Shyamalan continued to 
release films, but were nowhere 


near as well received as his previ- 
ous films. To be fair some of the 
films in this time period weren’t 
terrible; such as “The Village” 
and “Devil,” which were decent 
films in their own right, but were 
not as well received as his previ- 
ous works. 

He also directed “The Hap- 
pening” and “After Earth,” which 
were critically panned by both 
critics and audience members 
alike and it seemed like Shya- 
malan was a shell of his former 
self. 

Only a week ago, Shyamalan 
released his newest film titled 
Split which stars James McA- 
voy as a man who kidnaps three 
women and who just so happens 
to have twenty three personali- 
ties living in his character’s head. 
Recent reviews of the film have 
mostly been positive and many 
see the film as a return to form 
for Shyamalan as a director. In 
this day and age the film industry 
is always changing and it can be 
very hard for directors to stay rel- 
evant in an ever evolving indus- 
try. Even with his great success in 
the past, is a man like Shyamalan 
still relevant today? 

On one end of the spectrum is 
Northern Essex Student Andrew 


“Danny” Logan whom as never 
even heard of the director. 

“T can’t comment on him be- 
cause I really don’t know who he 
is,” he said. 

On the opposite end of the 
spectrum is Jared Sheppard 
whom is a big fan of Shyamalan’s 
work and is really looking for- 
ward to seeing his newest film. 

“My favorite film by him 
would have to be “Signs” because 
it managed to be scary without 
having to rely too much on blood 
and violence,” he said. 

Student Tim Miles finds him- 
self in the middle of the spectrum 
and states that he finds Shya- 
malan to be an interesting person 
and stated: “His films make me 
think after they’re done and I be- 
lieve with his recent success that 
he is back on the right track.” 

With his most recent film still 
dominating at the box office Shy- 
amalan makes him name relevant 
in the film industry once more. 

As the film industry continues 
to evolve it will be interesting to 
see if Shyamalan continues to 
stay relevant in this day and age. 
Hopefully Mr. Shyamalan will 
continue to have success in the 
world of cinema while delivering 
his unique spin on film making. 
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